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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ON KOLWEZI ATTACK 

1. EOLLOWING ARTICLE, ENTITLED "AERICA'S BEST PLANNED 
ATTACK IN YEARS; WELL-TRAINED SHABA INVADERS POST FUTURE 
PROBLEM TO ZAIRE” BY DAVID OTTAWAY AND DATELINED KOLWEZI, 
APPEARED ON FRONT PAGE OF MAY 24 EDITION OF THE WASHINGTON 
POST: QUOTE: THE REBEL INVASION OF KOLWEZI THAT BEGAN 
AT 6 A.M. SATURDAY, MARCH 13, WAS WITHOUT A DOUBT ONE OF 
THE BEST PLANNED AND EXECUTED OPERATIONS SEEN ANYWHERE IN 
AFRICA FOR YEARS. THE REBELS WERE TOUGH, DETERMINED AND 
TENACIOUS AS IF THEY HAD HAD LONG TRAINING EOR THE ASSAULT. 

THIS IS PERHAPS THE STRONGEST EVIDENCE, ALTHOUGH CIR- 
CUMSTANTIAL, OE FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT IN THE LATEST SHABA 
PROVINCE TROUBLES, ALTHOUGH MANY LOCAL SOURCES SAY THEY SAW 
FOUR WHITE-SKINNED REBELS SPEAKING EITHER PORTUGUESE OR 
SPANISH DURING THE SIX-DAY OCCUPATION. 

THEY MAY HAVE BEEN CUBANS OR THEY MAY HAVE BEEN WHITE 
ANGOLANS, OF WHICH THERE ARE MANY. 

"I MYSELF SAW NO CUBANS," SAID COL. PHILIP ERULIN, THE 
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FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION COMMANDER WHOSE TROOPS RECAPTURED 
THE CITY FRIDAY. 

THE KOLWEZI INVASION, CODE-NAMED "OPERATION DOVE," WAS 
ENTIRELY DIFFERENT IN CHARACTER FROM THE 80-DAY SHABA WAR 
OF A YEAR AGO WHEN ZAIRIAN AND MOROCCAN TROOPS MOSTLY 
SHADOWBOXED WITH THE REBELS AND HARDLY ANYONE WAS KILLED. 
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IN FACT, IT WAS SNIDELY DUBBED THE "PYGMY AND COCA-COLA 
WAR" BY WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS AFTER ZAIRE USED AN 
AMERICAN PLANE TO FLY IN CASES OF THE SOFT DRINK AND COM- 
MITTED A CONTINGENT OF BOW-AND-ARROW PYGMY WARRIORS TO 
THE FIGHT. 

KOLWEZI SHOWS NOT ONLY HOW FAR THINGS HAVE COME FROM A 
YEAR AGO IN THE NATURE OF WARFARE IN SOUTHERN ZAIRE, BUT 
ALSO THE SERIOUSNESS OE THE PROBLEM THAT LIES AHEAD FOR THE 
13-YEAR OLD GOVERNMENT OF PRESIDENT MOBUTU SESE SEKO. 

FOR KOLWEZI AND WHAT IT STANDS FOR IS FAR FROM OVER. 

LEADERS OF THE MYSTERIOUS NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE LIBER- 
ATION OF THE CONGO ARE OBVIOUSLY DETERMINED TO OVERTHROW 
MOBUTU AND CERTAIN TO TRY AGAIN AND AGAIN. THEY HAVE 
ALREADY DEALT A PARALYZING BLOW TO THE BANKRUPT ZAIRIAN 
ECONOMY AND HAD THEY HELD KOLWEZI THEY WOULD PROBABLY 
HAVE DECLARED A SEPARATE GOVERNMENT AND ASKED FOR RECOG- 
NITION AND AID FROM SYMPATHETIC AFRICAN AND COMMUNIST 
COUNTRIES. 

THE FULL STORY OF HOW THE REBELS ORGANIZED THEIR 
ASSAULT ON THIS SPRAWLING CITY OF NEARLY 35,000, DIVIDED 
INTO TWO MAIN EUROPEAN SECTIONS AND FIVE OR SIX BLACK 
AFRICAN ONES, MAY NEVER BE KNOWN. BUT THE ACCOUNTS OF 
REFUGEES AND FRENCH AND BELGIAN MILITARY SOURCES HERE GIVES 
SOME IDEA OF HOW IT WAS DONE. 

THE MAIN REBEL STRIKING FORCE ALMOST CERTAINLY CAME 
FROM CAMPS INSIDE ANGOLA AND HAD LONG, CAREFUL PREPARATION 
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IN THE ASSAULT OF THE TOWN. THE NUMBER OF REBELS WHO MADE 
THE FOUR-DAY TREK ACROSS NORTHWESTERN ZAMBIA INTO SOUTHERN 
SHABA PROVINCE IS NOT CLEAR. HUNDREDS OF THEIR SUPPORTERS 
WERE ALREADY INSIDE THE CITY WAITING TO JOIN THOSE COMING 
FROM ANGOLA. MANY EUROPEANS SAID THEY OR THEIR SERVANTS 
RECOGNIZED INDIVIDUAL REBELS AS TOWNSPEOPLE. 

FRENCH MILITARY OFFICIALS ESTIMATE THAT BETWEEN 2,000 
AND 2,500 GUERRILLAS TOOK PART IN THE ATTACK. THEY HAD 
STOCKPILED VAST QUANTITIES OF ARMS BEFOREHAND IN AND 
AROUND KOLWEZI PERMITTING THEM TO CROSS ZAMBIA DRESSED 
AND LOOKING LIKE CIVILIAN REFUGEES. 

MOST WORE UNIFORMS OF ONE KINDOR ANOTHER WITH THE WORD 
"TIGER" PRINTED ON ARM BANDS. THE FOLLOWERS OF PATRICE 
LUMUMBA, THE LEFTIST FIRST PREMIER OF ZAIRE, CALLED THEM- 
SELVES 'SIMBAS,' OR LIONS AFTER HIS ASSASSINATION AND THEIR 
OWN REBELLION IN HIS NAME. 

THEY CARRIED A MOTLEY ARRAY OF OLD AND NEW ARMS - 
SOVIET AK47S, AMERICAN MI6S AND NATO OR PORTUGUESE FNS, 

AS BECAME CLEAR FROM THE 1,200 CAPTURED ARMS PILED IN FRONT 
OF THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION'S HEADQUARTERS AT THE IMPALA 
HOTEL HERE. 
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KOLWEZI WAS COMPARATIVELY LIGHTLY DEEENDED AT THE TIME 
OE THE ATTACK, WITH ONLY TWO COMPANIES OE SOLDIERS - 
ABOUT 300 PARATROOPERS - STATIONED THERE. WHY NO MORE 
TROOPS WERE PRESENT WHEN EVERYONE KNEW SOMETHING WAS 
BEING PLANNED AND SOON TO COME REMAINS UNCLEAR. VARIOUS 
AERICAN PUBLICATIONS HAD BEEN TALKING OE THE REBEL BUILD- 
UP EOR SEVERAL MONTHS. 

PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING INVADERS. 

THE REBELS THEMSELVES HAD INEILTRATED THE CITY IN LARGE 
NUMBERS AT LEAST A WEEK BEEORE THEIR ASSAULT AND MANY 
EUROPEANS TOLD OE SEEING PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING AFRICANS AND 
STRANGE EACES IN TOWN. BUT NO ONE SEEMED TO TAKE THE 
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SIGNS OF TROUBLE FOR WHAT THEY WERE. 

THE CITY EELL TO THE REBELS LITERALLY WITHIN HOURS OE 
THE EIRST SHOTS. THE REBELS ALSO CAPTURED THE STRATEGIC 
AIRPORT, WHERE A DOZEN ZAIRIAN AIR EORCE JETS, HELICOP- 
TERS AND PLANES WERE KNOCKED OUT, APPARENTLY WITH EXPLO- 
SIVES, IN EXPERT EASHION. 

BUT THE ZAIRIAN ARMY HELD OUT IN ITS HEADQUARTERS AND 
SEVERAL SMALLER POSTS ALMOST TO THE ARRIVAL OE THE EIRST 
WAVE OE LEGIONNAIRE PARATROOPERS ERIDAY AFTERNOON. 

THE REBELS KNEW EXACTLY WHAT THEY WERE DOING. THEY HIT 
ALL KEY POINTS SIMULTANEOUSLY MAKING IT VIRTUALLY IMPOS- 
SIBLE EOR THE ZAIRIAN TROOPS TO SEND REINFORCEMENTS FROM 
ONE POSITION TO ANOTHER. IN ANY CASE, MANY OF THEM SIMPLY 
FLED INTO THE BUSH. WELL OVER 100 OF THE DESERTERS APPEAR- 
ED BACK IN TOWN AFTER THE ARRIVAL OF THE FRENCH. 

AS PARTIAL PUNISHMENT FOR THEIR BEHAVIOR, THE ZAIRIAN 
ARMY DESERTERS WERE TAKEN TO A VILLA WHERE 34 EUROPEAN 
MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN WERE EXECUTED EN MASSE IN ONE ROOM 
AND SHOWN THE SIGHT. 

POLITE COMMANDERS, HARSH TROOPS. 

THE BEHAVIOR OF THE REBELS VARIED GREATLY TOWARD THE 
2,200 TO 2,500 EUROPEANS LIVING IN THE CITY BUT IT GOT 
PROGRESSIVELY WORSE. THE MANY REBEL COMMANDERS AND POLIT- 
ICAL COMMISSARS WERE EXTREMELY WELL DISCIPLINED AND EVEN 
POLITE IN THEIR DEALINGS WITH THE WHITES, BUT THE CONDUCT 
OF THEIR TROOPS WAS A FAR DIFFERENT STORY. 

MANY EUROPEANS TOLD OF HOW THEY HAD BEEN ROBBED OF 
FOOD, WATCHES, RADIOS, TAPE RECORDERS, CARS AND TRUCKS. 

THEY SAID FRIENDS WERE SHOT DOWN ON THE SPOT AT THE 
SLIGHTEST SIGN OF PROTEST. IT DOES NOT SEEM THAT RAPE 
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OR PHYSICAL TORTURE WAS WIDESPREAD. 

THE REBELS SPENT A LOT OF TIME TRYING TO CONVINCE THE 
LOCAL BLACK POPULATION OF THE EVILS OF THE MOBUTU GOVERN- 
MENT AND THE BENEFITS OF SUPPORTING THE INVADING FORCE. 

SOME OF THEIR ENTREATIES WERE PI JR FLY FINANCIAL - THE 
PROMISE OF MORE MONEY AND BETTER LIVING CONDITIONS. ONE 
REBEL SHOWED A EUROPEAN SERVANT AN ANGOLAN BILL AND SAID IT 
WAS WORTH THREE TIMES THE ZAIRIAN EQUIVALENT. 

SOME OF THE ATTEMPTED INDOCTRINATION WAS MORE IDEO- 
LOGICAL - DENUNCIATIONS OE COLONIALISM AND IMPERIALISM. 

BUT IT DOES SEEM THAT MARXISM WAS THE PREDOMINANT THEME 
AT LEAST IN MANY CONVERSATIONS OVERHEARD BY EUROPEAN 
REEUGEES. THERE WAS SOME ANTIWHITE PROPAGANDA TIED TO THE 
BETTER LIVING CONDITIONS ENJOYED BY THE EUROPEANS BUT LIT- 
TLE OUTRIGHT RACISM. 

REBEL SUPPORT IN BLACK QUARTERS. 

WHAT TOOK PLACE IN THE HEAVILY POPULATED BLACK AFRICAN 
QUARTERS OF KOLWEZI IS LESS CLEAR BUT SOME EUROPEANS 
LIVING THERE FELT THE REBELS DID NOT GET THE KIND OE 
POPULAR SUPPORT THEY HAD HOPED FOR AND THAT THE ANTI- 
WHITE HARANGUES WERE NOT APPRECIATED. BUT THE REBELS EOUND 
ENOUGH SUPPORT THERE TO INFILTRATE AND LIVE FOR A WEEK 
WITHOUT BEING BETRAYED. 

THE REBELS' BEHAVIOR TOOK A SHARP TURN FOR THE WORSE 
AND A HATRED FOR WHITES, PARTICULARLY THE FRENCH, BECAME 
EVIDENT AS NEWS OE THE LEGIONNAIRES' APPROACH REACHED THE 
CITY BY RADIO WEDNESDAY. THE LAST 48 HOURS SAW IN- 
DISCRIMINATE KILLING ALL AROUND THE TOWN OF BOTH WHITES 
AND WEALTHY BLACKS ASSOCIATED EITHER WITH THE GOVERNMENT 
OR THE BIG ZAIRIAN-BELGIAN MINING COMPANY, GECAMINES. 

THE DEATH TOLL INCLUDED MORE THAN 500 BLACKS, INCLUDING 
REBELS AND RESIDENTS OF KOLWEZI. 

THE LATEST WHITE DEATH TOLL, GIVEN OUT BY THE FRENCH 
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GOVERNMENT YESTERDAY, IS 200 WITH SOME ESTIMATES REACH- 
ING 250. IE THIS PROVES TRUE, ABOUT ONE-TENTH OF THE 
TOTAL WHITE POPULATION WAS KILLED IN THE SIEGE, A STAG- 
GERING PROPORTION. 

THE WHITES HAVE LEFT NOW, HOWEVER, AND IT IS THE 
BLACKS, 30,000 OF THEM, WHO LIVE TODAY IN THE SHADOW OE 
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DEATH AND TORTURE - NOW EROM THE CONQUERING AND REVENGE 
SEEKING ZAIRIAN ARMY AND ITS EOREIGN SUPPORTERS. 

2. ENCRYPTED EOR TRANSMISSION. DECLASSIEY UPON RECEIPT. 
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